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CICONIA is awarded a Binding-
Preis 2012

The Binding-Preis for nature conser-
vation is considered one of the most 
important conservation awards in the 
german speaking region. Since 1986 a 
main or Grosser Binding-Preis as well as 
three regular Binding-Preise have been 
presented in Vaduz, the captial of the 
Principality of Liechtenstein. In his eu-
logy, the president of the board of trust-
ees of the Binding-Preis, Mario F. Broggi, 
acknowledged CICONIA’s achievements 
since its foundation in 1997. The prize 
is endowed with 10’000 Swiss Francs, 
which will help to finance various pro

Editorial

The presentation of a Binding-Preis 
award made 2012 a special year for  
CICONIA, and allowed us to reflect on 
our work of the past 15 years. Many 
achievements and successful collabora-
tions in numerous countries are the re-
sult of our efforts which would not have 
been possible without the support of 
our patrons. The award motivates us to 
continue our work in conserving natural 
and cultural landscapes. Our focus cur-
rently lies with project areas in eastern 
Central Europe, which have a large bio-
diversity potential and are able to offer 
a high yield for relatively low financial 
input. 

Prince Christoph von und zu Liechtenstein accepts the award with Reto Zingg and Josef Bieder-

mann. To the left, Andreas Adank representing the board of trustees of the Binding Foundation. 

To the right, the president of the board of trustees Mario F. Broggi.

jects. For further information about the 
Binding-Preis visit www.binding.li.

Significant progress in various 
project areas

Project start in Belarus
Belarus harbors unparalleled natu-
ral landscapes with high biodiversity. 
White and Black Stork are widespread 
breeding birds throughout the country.  
CICONIA therefore launched a project 
to determine the population situation of 

the Black Stork and another to increase 
environmental education. Our project 
partner from the Ukraine supported us 
as an intermediary, which lead to a cost-
efficient project initiation.
A first teaching aid was designed and 
tested at numerous schools. The positive 
feedback and large interest of the teach-
ing staff means the teaching aids will be 
further developed and distributed on a 
larger scale throughout the country in 
2013. 
The population of the Black Stork was 
assessed and nest locations mapped 
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with the help of volunteers, school 
camps and information from official ad-
ministrative offices. The results will form 
the foundation for further conservation 
actions aimed at this typical inhabitant 
of undisturbed primary forest.
Our local partners are Irina Samusenko 
of BirdLife Belarus and Maryna Dzmi-
tranok of the Department of Biological 
Resources of the National Academy of 
Sciences in Minsk.

New teaching aids in Slovakia 
and Hungary
Slovakia was one of the first project
areas with an environmental education 
program, which CICONIA has been sup-
porting for over 10 years. The program 
in Hungary started in 2005, and the 
teaching aid is currently being updated 
and modernized to comply with modern 
teaching methods. For this purpose a 
team of Hungarian and Slovakian help-
ers are collaborating across national bor-
ders. The teaching aid will be published 
in 2013 in two languages, allowing 
linguistic minorities in each country to 
benefit from this education program as 

A teaching aid for the project in Belarus was 

developed in 2012. 

Attractive illustrations will increase the in-

terest in the teaching aid (Graphics: Andrea 

Fodor and Szabolcs Kókay).

Students from Bodaky, along with their two teachers (center), were rewarded for their outstand-

ing work in the environmental education program. The two projectcoordinators Andriy Bokotey 

(front left) and Natalie Dzyubenko (front right).

well. Additionally the development leads 
to synergies among the two countries.
Many more ideas for new education and 
teaching aids exist and will be imple-
mented such as an interactive travelling 
exhibition and an online game. CICONIA 
is striving to support financial support 
for these projects.

Successful continuation in the 
Ukraine
The Westukrainian Ornithological So-
ciety took part in the project by band-
ing numerous Black and White Storks, 
thereby collecting invaluable data to de-
termine migration flyways. Three Black 
Storks hatched in the Ukraine were sub-
sequently tracked down in Israel. Band-
ing thus provides valuable information 
about migration and the success of con-
servation efforts. Additionally, 15 nest 
platforms were erected in protected ar-
eas to replace old, dilapidated nests.
The environmental education program 
turned out to be very successful. Award-
ing the most proactive school with a 
new computer has become a mainstay. 
Electric companies are increasingly will-
ing to get involved in stork conserva-
tion, especially to prevent storks nesting 
on power poles and thereby preventing 
electrocution. These alliances and coop-
erations look very promising. 
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Fish ponds with native littoral vegetation provide important habitat. Indicator species are Black 

Stork and Otter.

Switzerland supports projects in 
southwest Hungary
Within the scope of contribution pay-
ments of Switzerland, substantial finan-
cial means are being made available to 
the new EU-member states. A part of 
these monetary instruments are utilized 
for nature conservation projects. Swit-
zerland is collaborating with national 
coordinators in each country to deter-
mine the framework within which the 
financial instruments may be used. 
CICONIA is involved by bringing to-
gether interest groups and supporting 
a regional conservation organization in 
developing a grant and project proposal. 
The conservation organization Somogy 
took the lead of the project and collabo-
rated with several national parks and a 
university to finish a project proposal 
which was ultimately accepted by the 
Swiss authorities and supported with 
1 million Swiss Francs. The project aims 
to determine the occurance of protected 
species of international concern in vari-
ous conservation areas and to develop 
appropriate methods for their continued 
population monitoring. The collected 
data will form the basis to work out suit-
able management plans for each con-
servation area. Hungary will thereby be 
able to fullfill one of its committments to 
the European Union.
CICONIA is a member of the steering 
committee with a focus on including re-
search data in developing management 
plans and eventually on putting the 
management plans into action.
Additionally CICONIA, with the support 
of the MAVA-Foundation, was able to 
secure the required financial means of 
24’000 Swiss Francs from the national 
conservation society. Without this sup-
port the proposal would have been 
rejected due to a lack of own capital 
means. 

Habitat for Black Storks in Hun-
gary
Within the scope of an EU-environmen-
tal program (KEOP), new habitat for 
Black Stork and Otter is to be created in 
Hungary. To achieve this, five locations 
were upgraded by creating or maintain-
ing wetlands and revitalizing creeks and 
old fish ponds. Furthermore, invasive 

plants such as Black Locust tree and 
American Goldenrod were removed. 
These invasive plants threaten native 
species and their populations are to be 
reduced for the long-term. This project 
has been approved by the appropriate 
authorities and is currently being carried 
out. The project partner is once more 
the national society for nature conserva-
tion Somogy. CICONIA is contributing 
10’000 Swiss Francs to the prepera-
tory work needed for this project. Total 
project costs are about 1 million Swiss 
Francs.

Success-story in southwest 
Hungary
Artificial lakes were created in the hun-
garian Hirtenpark, resulting in the colo-
nization and first breeding of White
tailed Eagles in the park.

Public relations

CICONIA was featured in various media 
at the end of 2012 due to the Bind-
ing-Preis award. The business report 
2010/2011 informed about our activi-
ties. Additonally CICONIA applied for 
grant support from various foundations 
and from the state of Liechtenstein. A 
delegation of CICONIA was furthermore 
invited to a reception by the Prince of 

Liechtenstein at Vaduz castle. CICONIA 
thus made quite a name for itself in 
Liechtenstein. Due to the strained finan-
cial situation among state and founda-
tions, the financial contributions turned 
out to be rather limited, however. 

Project supervision and organi-
zation

The projects were supervised by the ad-
ministrative office in Schaan as well as 
through project coordinator Reto Zingg. 
Our project partners in each country 
provide us with detailed reviews of their 
work and success. Individual reports are 
available for downlaod at www.ciconia.li.

Board of trustees

Two ordinary meetings of the board 
of trustees were held in 2012. During 
these meetings the strategic focus of 
the foundation is determined and bud-
get and account are inspected. The final 
account for 2011 was inspected and a 
report was sent to the appropriate au-
thorities of the state of Liechtenstein. 
This account approval is neccessary for 
the continued status of CICONIA as 
nonprofit organization in Liechtenstein.
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Management of the administrative office

Reto Zingg, project coordinator

Rudolf Staub, acting manager

Imprint

Administrative office:  

Im Bretscha 22, FL-9494 Schaan 

Phone: +423 232 48 19

email: ciconia@ciconia.li / Internet: www.ciconia.li

Bank details Stiftung CICONIA

IBAN: LI37 0880 5502 9681 1001 4 (CHF)

IBAN: LI53 0880 5502 9681 1001 7 (€)

Project support SFr. Euro

Project South Hungary 24’000

Project Northeast Hungary (environmental education) 7’200

Slovakia (environmental education) 2’500

Ukraine (environmental education, Black Stork) 11’020

Initiation project Belarus 3’600

Onset Romania 1’782

Total 39’082 11’020

Administration

Administrative office 2012 6’553

Accounting 1’809

Public-relations, fundraising 775

Var. (Revision, Fees) 328 35

Board of Trustees 688

Total 10’188 35

Direct project support incl. appropriate project coordination in 2012:

Immature Black Storks are banded in projects in the Ukraine and Belarus. This provides essential 

data to help protect the Black Stork which is typically found in undisturbed primary forests 

(Picture: Andriy Bokotey).
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Board of trustees

The transnational stork project CICONIA is 

a charitable foundation based in the Princi-

pality of Liechtenstein. The members of the 

foundation board are:

HH Prince Christoph v.u.z. Liechtenstein, 

Schaan (FL), chairman

Andreas Zeller, Flawil (CH), former member 

of the national council

Josef Biedermann, Planken (FL)

Dr. Tobias Salathé, Givrins (CH)

Dr. Hans Peter Pfister, Eich (CH)

CICONIA is a charitable foundation based on the law of Liechtenstein.

The administrative share lay thus by 19% and therefore only slightly above the tar-
geted 15%. The running projects were financed through accruals. Any commitments 
to third parties are financially secured. The project coordination is done pro bono by 
Reto Zingg.

Financial report

CICONIA obtained notable support of 
33’000 Swiss Francs from the MAVA-
Foundation in 2012, enabling continued 
collaboration with joint projects in Hun-
gary and elsewhere.
Mrs. Vera Michalski supported the pro-
ject initiation in Belarus with 5’000 Swiss 
Francs. In addition to this, the Binding-
Foundation award of 10’000 Swiss 
Francs was the main funding source in 
2012. 
On the occasion of the 70th birthday of 
our project coordinator Reto Zingg, an-
other generous 4’300 Swiss Francs were 
allocated to CICONIA by various donors. 
This money will be used to finance the 
continuation of the Belarus project. 
We like to thank all our supporters and 
donors for their trust in us and in our 
project partners. 

Outlook

CICONIA will further develop the pro-
jects in the Ukraine and Belarus in 2013. 
Hungary and Slovakia will be supported 
with an updated teaching aid. Environ-
mental education programs are a main 
focus point in this region. The program 
is planned to be extended into Romania. 
For CICONIA it is critical to establish a 
broader financial base for the projects. 
Therefore public-relations and fundrais-
ing will see intensified support.


